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Upon opening its doors in June of 1880 
the magnificent Hotel Del Monte was sur-
rounded by the bestof everything. Attracting 
presidents, royalty, mahar'!iahs, and diplo-
mats, the hotel soon became known as "The 
Most Elegant Seaside Establishment in the 
World. " Its picturesque lawns covered 125 
acres of park-like grounds and provided its 
guests with croquet courts, archery ranges, 
a 15 acre lake, and a stable and carriage 
house large enough to house 60 horses and 
the same number of carriages. And, if that 
wasn'tenough, italsoboasted a glass roofed 
bathhouse with several pools each heated 
to varying temperatures, encompassed vvith 
exotic tropical plants. Even more notelMJrthy 
is that the Hotel Del Monte was erected in 
100 days at a cost of $1,000,000. 
Year after year the Hotel Del Monte 
continued to be the talk of the town and 
even theworld. People of wealth and stature 
continued to frequent the hotel and its 
social calendar left nothing to be desired. All 
seemed well until one tragic night in 1887 
when the Hotel Del Monte went up in 
flames vvith no offidal deaths reported. But 
this was not the end of the Hotel Del Monte. 
Its owners immediately began to rebuild. 
This time they would build a bigger and 
grander hotel. In less than a year this 
undertaking was complete and the Hotel 
Del Monte once again welcomed visitors in 
1888, offering them many first time at-
tractions such as a golf course, a polo field, 
a race track, and a dirt road for the auto-
mobile enthusiast 
Flaunting this bigger and better fadlity, 
the guests still continued to pour in and 
el)joy all that the hotel, and the Monterey 
Peninsula had to offer: Unfortunately, a 
second fire in September 1924 burned the 
hotel to rubble, again reporting no offidal 
deaths. Not despondent by what had hap-
pened, the owners rebuilt the infamous 
Hotel Del Monte for the second time. This 
time the hotel would take on a modem 
Mediterranean style, looking much as we 
see it today. 
Most of us who have been here for a 
while know that the famed Hotel Del Monte 
is now part of the Naval Postgraduate 
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School and is affectionately called Herrmann 
Hall. You may also know that much mystery 
surrounds this building. Given all the per-
sonalities that once roamed its corridors 
during its heyday, it seems that some per-
sonalities have chosen to stay on what they 
consider familiar ground, and grace the old 
Del Monte in spirit 
The ghost most often sighted by various 
people over the years has been described as 
a gray haired male, vvith a beard or goatee, 
wearing an old-fashioned gray suit There 
are two trains of thought as to who this 
spirit might be. One speculation is that he is 
a fireman who went into the hotel to fight 
the blaze during the fire of 1887 and was 
never seen again. The second possibility as 
to his identity, is that of being David Jacks. 
Jacks sold the original property for the 
hotel to its owners in 1879. later he 
regretted the deal because the property had 
been turned into a playground for the 
wealthy and was worth far more than the 
3,()()()% profit he made on the sale. Legend 
says he has returned to renegotiate the deal 
in hopes of making his trip to the promised 
land a happier one. 
Several sightings and unexplained hap-
penings have been reported in what we 
know as the Tower Room, induding the 
Dental Oinic area. It is said that during the 
San Frandsco earthquake of 1906 the hotel 
sustained structural damage related to the 
quake. It is known that a couple from Salt 
lake City was honeymooning in the Del 
Monte Bridal Suite when the building's 
main chimney fell through ther06fcrashing 
down into the suite and killing the newly-
weds. Whether or not the unexplained 
happenings in this area, such as dental drills 
that tum on by themselves and flickering 
lights, can be attributed to the couple is, of 
course, unknown. Butwedoknowthatthe 
bridal suite was located in the approximate 
vidnity of the Tower Room. Also, our gray 
haired gentleman friend has been sighted in 
this area. 
Barbara McNitt Ballroom has been the 
focus of many sightings and strange phe-
nomena such as tea cups mysteriously find-
ing their way to hanging atop the upper-
most tier of a chandelier, too high for any 
employee or prankster to have reached by 
noronal means. Also, the la Novia Room 
rates rightupthere vvith itsshareofsightings 
and unexplained occurrences. Interestingly, 
the la Novia Room received less damage 
than any other part of the hotel during the 
1924 fire and has been described as having 
a strong sense of presence. 
Factor fiction, who are we to say. Not to 
leave you on your guard whenever you walk 
through the halls of Herrmann Hall alone, 
know that the ghosts associated vvith the 
building are said to be friendly spirits and 
playful in nature. For those of you who are 
interested in reading more aboutthe ghosts 
of the Old Del Monte and the Monterey 
Peninsula, the NPS Bookstore has several 
books on the subject 
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